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Sharing responsibility. The UN Global 
Compact on Refugees and its 
implications for Europe 

Policy Lunch 2018 
22 November 2018, Brussels 

The United Nations will adopt a Global Compact on Refugees this 
December. What are the implications for the European Union’s 
refugee policies? What needs to be changed to better support the 
aims of the UN Compact? Experts will discuss these questions at 
the sef: Policy Lunch on November 22. Register now! 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

UN Refugee and Migration Compacts 

Global Governance Spotlight 4|2018  
Millions of people across the globe are forced to leave their home 
countries. To improve their protection and to support hosting 
countries in the Global South, the United Nations started 
negotiations on two global compacts, one on refugees and the other 
on migration. What kind of obligations do state parties have 
according to the two compacts? What rights of refugees and 
migrants are recognized? And how justified are EU policies in light 
of the global compacts? 

On the verge of their adoption by the UN General Assembly, 
Elspeth Guild emphases important differences between both 
compacts in Global Governance Spotlight 4|2018. Her particular 
focus is on implications for contemporary EU border control and 
asylum policies.. 
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Dear Mr Suess-Jung, 

   
  
 

    

 
Throughout the world, we see cities and local governments pushing forward highly innovative projects for 
more sustainable development. Oftentimes this happens despite rather opposing national policies. How can 
these projects be better connected? How can they lead the way in a truely societal transformation towards 
sustainability? What is the best way to motivate local communities and businesses to join these efforts? 
These questions will be at the center of our Bonn Symposium in November. 

Find out more about this and other current projects in this newsletter! Furthermore, you might take a look at 
sef’s new website which is now optimized for use of your mobile devices. Under the heading “Topics”, you 
will now find all sef: projects indexed by issue areas. 

Sarah Hinz, Institute for Development and Peace (INEF) 
Dr Mischa Hansel, Development and Peace Foundation (sef:) 

  

   

  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Rethinking local sustainable 
development 

Bonn Symposium 2018 
28/29 November 2018, Bonn 

The ‚transformation of our world‘ towards  a sustainable path – as 
agreed upon by the UN member states in the Agenda 2030 – 
requires more than one-off projects. How can a fundamental 
change in policies, in the society and the economy be initiated? 
What can municipalities contribute to this shift towards sustainable 
development and how can the local impetus be escalated to the 
other political levels? The Bonn Symposium 2018 aims to 
stimulate ideas and inject fresh momentum into the debate about 
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"City governments should be the agent 
of local communities" 

sef: insight 8|2018 
In an interview with sef: on the occasion of the International sef: 
Expert Workshop 2018, Professor Anél du Plessis speaks about the 
changing role of city governments in global governance. How are 
cities affected by international law? What is their role as agents of 
local communities? And how is their potential restricted by national 
constitutions? 
Read the sef: insight! 
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The democratizing effect of non-violent 
resistance 

Swisspeace Working Paper 3/2018 
Does nonviolent resistance against autocratic regimes tend to have 
a democratic dividend? Looking at the peaceful transition in Benin 
in 1989, INEF member Markus Bayer shows that such a democracy 
proves to be more inclusive and stable than democracies that come 
into existence by violent means or by top-down liberalization. The 
nonviolent resistance in Benin established a founding narrative for 
the country’s new democracy, thus stabilizing its democratic 
institutions. Read more about how the founding narrative led to an 
active civil society that takes its role as watchdog very seriously 
until today 

  

SEF:/INEF INSIDE 

 

New sef: homepage launched! 

sef: has launched a new homepage! The new web presence is 
optimized for mobile internet devices. It also offers additional 
options, for example by displaying all sef: activities that relate to 
one of eight key topics. Visit our new website now! 
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© Mischa Hansel 

New sef: programm and research 
coordinator/media 

On 1 October, Dr Mischa Hansel joined sef: as programme and 
research coordinator/media, succeeding Rebekka Hannes in this 
position. Mischa graduated and later obtained a Ph.D in 
International Relations from Cologne University. More recently, he 
has worked as postdoc at the University of Giessen and RWTH 
Aachen University respectively. 
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The Development and Peace Foundation (sef:) was founded in 1986 on the initiative of Willy Brandt. It is a cross-party and non-
profitmaking organisation. sef: provides an international high-level forum for shared thinking on the complex challenges of 
globalisation. It is linked to the Institute for Development and Peace (INEF) by a cooperation agreement. The aim of INEF’s 
application-oriented research is to build bridges between theory and practice. It is one of three host institutions of the Käte 
Hamburger Kolleg / Centre for Global Cooperation Research.  
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