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BACKGROUND

News reporting in any given country tends to focus on the host country and 
its neighbours. In Germany, the Global South is dramatically underrepresen-
ted in mainstream programmes.  Entire world regions, especially Africa and 
South Asia, are mostly featured in German news as scenes of war or victims of 
disasters.

However, reporting on the Global North in countries of the Global South can 
also be simplistic. This leads to a situation where distorted images of the 
respective “other” are prevalent in all world regions. In a time of increasing 
geopolitical tensions, this contributes to a dramatic loss of trust, aggravated 
by an increasing level of disinformation spreading online.

Around the world, innovative journalistic initiatives are trying to (re)establish 
trust between different world regions, by delivering a more nuanced repre-
sentation of reality. How successful have they been and what are their major 
challenges? In short: How can quality journalism help to build bridges between 
world regions? 
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SPEAKERS

Mercy Abang
Mercy is the co-Managing Director of Hostwriter, a global network of 
journalists and the publishing platform Unbias the News. Currently, 
Mercy leads the team in the Hostwriters‘ discretionary grant-seeking 
and procuring of the overall organization, along with Julia Vernesson. 
She understands the composition of large foundations and other 

organizations responsible for organized media philanthropy. 

She continues to advise international corporate organizations in the global north 
in assisting and helping foundations allocate their funding to public interest media 
organizations and initiatives. She sits on boards and performs advisory as a panel judge 
on multiple journalism awards. 

Frank Hofmann
Frank Hofmann is a Berlin-based, roving Senior Correspondent for 
Deutsche Welle and an author focused on Transatlantic Relations, 
European Integration, Eastern Europe, and the Balkans. He moved to 
Berlin following the fall of the Berlin Wall, and has spent most of his 
subsequent career investigating post- Cold War issues. As DW’s corre-

spondent and bureau chief in the Ukrainian capital Kyiv, Hofman established the first 
permanent representation of a German TV organization there. He was one of DW’s Euro-
pean correspondents in Brussels for five years. After that, he was posted to Ukraine to 
cover the post-Maidan period and the war in Eastern Ukraine’s Donbas region.

Josephine Karianjahi
Josephine Karianjahi develops creative ventures which deepen under-
standing, tolerance, and connection between people across the world. 
Right now, the Kenyan-born Karianjahi is on a mission to make African 
podcasters famous as cofounder of an African podcast research, 
events and production company, Africa Podfest. Africa Podfest is 

best known as a hub for African podcasters which curates Africa Podcast Day, delivers 
groundbreaking African podcast research for open access and most recently was se-
lected as the inaugural fund administrator to the US$ 100,000 Spotify Africa Podcast 
Fund, a first in podcasting.

Josephine’s approach can be described as driving a stick-shift in an automatic world, 
using audio, podcasts, and storytelling to counter persistent negative stereotypes 
about Africa and Africans. Her work prioritizes podcasting as a community building 
practice that makes people feel less lonely and amplifies traditionally underrepresent-
ed persons. 



sef/INEF NEWSLETTER

sef/INEF News provides updates on the latest activities of sef: and 
its partner institute, the Institute for Development and Peace (INEF), 
every 6-8 weeks.

You can subscribe to our newsletter at  
https://www.sef-bonn.org/en/subscribe-to-newsletter/

GLOBAL TRENDS. ANALYSIS 02|2022

COVID-19 and digital authoritarianism:  
Identifying risks and countermeasures 
Ahmed Maati 
December 2022, 28 pages

The advances in digital technologies have positive effects on various 
aspects of life but can also pose a threat to privacy and freedom and 
can foster repression and authoritarian tendencies. The COVID-19 
pandemic pushed the danger of a “digital authoritarianism”, not only 
in already authoritarian regimes but also in established democracies.
Ahmed Maati highlights three characteristics of digital technologies 
that render them susceptible to authoritarianism: the far-reaching 
capabilities of these technologies, their entrenchment in a reinforcing 
ecosystem, and the general lack of literacy regarding digital technol-
ogies. He emphasizes that this development grants democracies an 
opportunity to raise awareness of digital technologies’ dangerous capa-
bilities and their authoritarian-friendly ecosystem.

PUBLICATIONS

GLOBAL TRENDS. ANALYSIS 01|2022

Climate Change, Violent Conflict and Environmental Peacebuilding: 
Understanding the Interlinkages 
Tobias Ide 
August 2022, 32 pages

In many parts of the world, climate change has severe impacts not 
only on human security but also on economic and political stability. 
It increases resource competition, recruitment opportunities for armed 
groups, and migration.

Environmental peacebuilding as a comprehensive approach can ad-
dress climate-related conflict risks by focussing on how the joint 
management of natural resources and environmental problems can 
support peace. Tobias Ide describes the core mechanisms of environ-
mental peacebuilding to facilitate climate-resilient peace. At the same 
time, the author also looks at the limitations of the approach. Conclud-
ing, the paper gives recommendations for political actors, donors, and 
civil society how they can support environmental peacebuilding pro-
cesses on the local level.


