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Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation, Uppsala 
Member of the Advisory Board of the Development and Peace Foundation (SEF)

Dr Melber is the Executive Director of The Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation in 
Uppsala, Sweden, since 2006. Prior to that he was a Research Director at The 
Nordic Africa Institute in Uppsala for six years. From 1992 to 2000 Dr Melber 
was the Director of The Namibian Economic Policy Research Unit in Windhoek, 
Namibia. He also taught for 10 years International Politics at the University of 
Kassel.

Dr Melber is a Member of the Advisory Board of the Development and Peace 
Foundation (SEF) and a Member of the Programme Board NORGLOBAL of 
the Research Council of Norway. Currently he also serves as a Member of the 
Executive Committee of the European Association of Development Research 
and Training Institutes (EADI) and is a Managing Editor of “Africa Spectrum”. In 
the past, Dr Melber has published considerably on African topics, notably on 
transition politics in Namibia, leadership change in Africa, genocide topics. His 
latest publication deals with investment, development and imperialism in Africa.

Henning Heidemanns

State Secretary 
Brandenburg Ministry of Economic and European Affairs, Potsdam

Mr Heidemanns is State Secretary in the Ministry of Economic and European 
Affairs of the state Brandenburg since 2009. He held various positions as 
Director-General and Head of Unit in the Ministry of Finance and in the State 
Chancellery of Brandenburg.

From 1988 to 1990, he worked as Desk Officer at the German Bundestag. Mr 
Heidemanns was Desk Officer in the German Federal Ministry of Finance from 
1985 onwards. He holds a degree from the Justus-Liebig University Gießen 
where he also worked as Research Assistant at the chair for finance.
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Special Representative of the UN Secretary General  
for Food Security and Nutrition  
United Nations, New York 
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Mr Nabarro was appointed as Special Representative for Food Security and 
Nutrition of Ban Ki‐Moon, UN Secretary General, in October 2009. In January 
2009 he was given the additional responsibility as Coordinator of the UN 
system’s High Level Task Force on the Food Security Crisis.

After a short period in the UK National Health Service he worked for six years 
in child health and nutrition programmes for Save the Children in Iraq, South 
Asia and East Africa, taught for six years at the London and Liverpool Schools of 
Tropical Medicine, served as Chief Health and Population Adviser to the British 
Government’s Overseas Development Administration and in 1997 became 
Director for Human Development in the UK Department for International 
Development (DFID).

In 1999 he was selected to lead Roll Back Malaria at the World Health 
Organization (WHO). Within two years he was appointed as Executive Director 
at WHO (in the office of Gro Harlem Brundtland, Director General): he worked 
with her for two years on a variety of issues including the Commission on 
Macroeconomics and Health, Health Systems Assessments and the creation of 
the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. He was then appointed 
to lead the WHO cluster handling Food Safety, Emergency Health Action and 
Environmental Health. In 2003, after Dr Brundtland had moved on, Mr Nabarro 
was asked to head up the new WHO Department for Health Action in Crises, 
coordinating worldwide support for health aspects of crises preparedness, 
response and recovery. In September 2005 he joined the office of the UN 
Secretary General as Senior UN System Coordinator for Avian and Pandemic 
Influenza and United Nations Assistant Secretary‐General. 

Mr Nabarro studied at Oxford and London Universities and qualified as a 
physician in 1973. He has Masters’ degrees in reproductive endocrinology and 
community health.
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German Chancellor´s G8 Personal Representative for Africa 
in the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and  
Development (BMZ), Berlin

Mr Nooke is the German Chancellor’s G8 Personal Representative for Africa in 
the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) since 
2010. Before he was Federal Government Commissioner for Human Rights 
Policy and Humanitarian Aid at the Federal Foreign Office since 2006. Mr Nooke 
is also Deputy Chair of the Broadcasting Board of Deutsche Welle since 2003.

From 1998-2005 Mr Nooke was a Member of the German Bundestag. Before 
he was three years Head of the Management Control and Resource Planning 
Department at the Office of the Steering and Budgetary Committee in Berlin. 

Mr Nooke started his political career as Member of the first democratically 
elected parliament of the German Democratic Republic (GDR). From 1990-1994 
he was Member of the the Brandenburg Landtag and Chair of the Parliamentary 
Group of the Alliance 90.



Dr Uwe Hoering

Freelance Journalist and Policy Analyst, Bonn

Dr Uwe Hoering is a Freelance Journalist and Policy Analyst working on a wide 
range of development and environment issues. He lived for several years in 
New Delhi, India, and in Nairobi, Kenya, working for newspapers, journals and 
German radio stations. 

Topics Mr Hoering frequently covers are agricultural development, policies for 
the urban and rural water sector, international financial institutions like the 
World Bank, and social movements, mainly in Africa, South and Southeast Asia. 
Currently he is focussing on foreign direct investments into agriculture and the 
debates and conflicts they have generated.

Among his recent publications is a book on agricultural policies in Africa 
(„Agrarkolonialismus in Afrika. Eine andere Landwirtschaft ist möglich“, VSA-
Verlag, Hamburg), a booklet on grass root alternatives in water management 
about “Water to the People. Conflicts and Alternative Concepts in India“ and 
a collection of three case studies from Tanzania, Brazil, and Indonesia on 
perspectives of small scale agriculture („Who Feeds the World? The Future is in 
Small Scale Agriculture“).

Ousseini Salifou

Commissioner for Agriculture, Environment and Water Resources 
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), Abuja

Mr Salifou has acted as Commissioner for Agriculture, Environment and Water 
Resources of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) 
since 2007. Before joining ECOWAS he worked for the government of his 
home country Niger as Project Coordinator, Regional Director and General 
Secretary of the “Ministère chargé de l’hydraulique, de l’Environnement et de la 
Désertification” for about fifteen years. As General Secretary he was responsible 
for the coordination of the government´s policy regarding rural and urban water 
supply as well as the environment and the fight against desertification. 

Mr Salifou holds the title of a Civil Engineer, specialised in hydraulics, of the 
National Engineering School of Bamako, Republic of Mali, as well as a diploma 
for water resources management  of the International Institute for Water and 
Environmental Engineering. He attended various seminars in agriculture, water 
and natural resources as well as project management. 



Maren Kneller

Policy Advisor 
Rural Development and Global Food Security 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), Bonn

Ms Kneller has been Policy Advisor at the Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ) since June 2010. She works for the 
Department for Rural Development and Global Food Security. Among other 
topics, she deals with questions on the sustainable use of natural resources in 
agriculture and on land policy and land management.

Ms Kneller holds an MA degree in social anthropology, political science and 
economics. She is alumna of the postgraduate training programme of the 
German Development Insitute (DIE) in Bonn.

Dr Prosper Matondi

Executive Director 
Ruzivo Trust, Harare

Dr Matondi is the Executive Director of the Ruzivo Trust in Harare. He is the 
Founder of the Ruzivo Trust, and before he was the Programmes Manager at the 
Centre for Rural Development (CRD) at the University of Zimbabwe in Harare 
between 2005 and 2009. He is also a Co-founder of the African Institute for 
Agrarian Studies (AIAS) based in Harare, and contributed to the establishment of 
the CRD. He is an active citizen and researcher on livelihoods, land and agrarian 
reforms in Zimbabwe and beyond. 

Dr Matondi has 18 years experience researching on land, natural resources 
management, environmental policy and planning in Zimbabwe, within the 
Southern African region and internationally. He has widely published and has 
made a contribution to many international, regional and international networks 
on land and agrarian reform issues. He sits on various research boards. 

His forthcoming publications by Zed Books are: Biofuels, Land Grabbing and 
Food Security in Africa (June 2011), and Inside the Land Reform Programme in 
Zimbabwe (2012). 

Dr Matondi holds a PhD in rural development from the Swedish University of 
Agricultural University based in Uppsala, Sweden.



Angeline Munzara

Food Campaign Coordinator 
Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance, Geneva

Ms Munzara is the Food Campaign Coordinator for Ecumenical Advocacy 
Alliance (EAA), Geneva. Before joining EAA, she worked as Policy and Advocacy 
Manager for the Community Technology Development Trust in Zimbabwe, 
her native country. From 2005-2009, she coordinated the Southern Africa 
Biodiversity Policy Initiative (SABPI). She also serves as a Board Member for 
Women and Law in Southern Africa-Zimbabwe.

She holds a Bachelor of Laws degree and a Masters in international relations 
from the University of Zimbabwe. She also holds a Certificate in International 
Human Rights Theory and Practice with University of Cape Town, South Africa.  
In 2009, she worked as a Volunteer Lecturer with the University of Zimbabwe 
teaching International Economic Relations.

Ms Munzara has written extensively on food security and biodiversity 
conservation issues. Her recent publication with Lap Lambert Academic 
Publishing House is titled “Biopiracy of Local Seed Varieties”.

Sebastian Schublach

Head of Department for International Politics 
Renner Institute, Vienna

Mr Schublach is the Head of the Department for International Politics at the 
Renner Institute in Vienna and Vice President of the International Union of 
Socialist Youth. 

During his master studies of International Development at the University of 
Vienna he also focussed on agroforestry in development cooperation and Chinas 
role in the struggle for (African) natural resources.



Albert Engel

Director 
Department for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), Eschborn

Mr Engel is Director of the Department for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food at the 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) - a post he has 
held since early 2008.

He has broad experience in rural development, agricultural innovations and land 
issues with a practical focus on Africa and Asia. As Senior Rural Development 
Adviser, he has worked on long-term assignments in Namibia, Zimbabwe and 
Sierra Leone. Between 1986 and 1995, he worked as Freelance Consultant and 
as Partner for “Team Consult Berlin”. In early 2008 he was appointed Director of 
the Department for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food at the GIZ.

Mr Engel holds a Master of professional studies (MPS) degree for international 
agriculture & rural development from Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, 
as well as a postgraduate degree in international rural development from 
Technical University Berlin and a MSc in agronomy from Georg August University 
Göttingen.

Dr Hubert Ouedraogo

Lead Land Expert 
Secretariat of the AU-ECA-AfDB joint Land Policy Initiative 
UN Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), Addis Abeba

Dr Ouedraogo is Lead Land Expert at the Secretariat of the AUC-ECA-AfDB joint 
Land Policy Initiative in Addis Ababa. He is an Anthropologist of Law, holding a 
PhD in land law of the University of Paris 1, Pantheon-Sorbonne. 

Dr Ouedraogo worked for more than 10 years as a Senior Lecturer at the Faculty 
of Law and Political Science, University of Ouagadougou. Then he worked as 
International Expert with most development agencies and as Policy Advisor 
for many African Governments. His fields of expertise include land policy and 
legislation, natural resource legislation, pastoral policies and legislations, and 
decentralisation and institutional development. His work experience covers 
different regions of the African including West Africa, Central Africa, Eastern 
Africa and Northern Africa.  

Dr Ouedraogo has published extensively on land policy issues in Africa. He is the 
author of several land related reports and national legislations in Africa.



Dr Günther Taube

Director 
Department for Good Governance and Social Development  
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), Bonn

Dr Taube is Director of the Department for Good Governance and Social 
Development since 2005. From 1993-2005 he was Senior Economist, Head 
of Programs and Teamleader at the International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
Washington D.C. in the African Department, the European II Department, and in 
the Fiscal Affairs Department.

Before that he worked for two years as a Freelance Consultant for the GTZ, 
Euopean Union (EU) and others. From 1986-1988 Dr Taube was Advisor to the 
German Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZ) in Tanzania.

Günther Taube holds a PhD in economics from the Free University Berlin and a 
MA in economics from University of Hamburg.

Jesinta Kunda

Coordinator for Kitwe District Land Alliance (KDLA), Kitwe 
Zambia Land Alliance (ZLA)

Ms Kunda is the Coordinator for Kitwe District Land Alliance (KDLA), a 
nongovernmental organisation and a branch of Zambia Land Alliance (ZLA).

Before joining KDLA, she was the Information and Administrative Officer for 
the Copperbelt Land Rights Centre. She also worked for Zambia Daily Mail as a 
Journalist. She was the Assistant Researcher in the research which was carried 
out in 2009 on the Copperbelt Province to find out the “Effectiveness of the 
Land Act of 1995 on the Administration of Land and Management Delivery 
System”.

Ms Kunda holds a degree in human resource management and has certificates 
in journalism and project management. 



Dr Leonard Mizzi

Head of Unit 
DG Agriculture and Rural Development 
European Commission, Brussels

Dr Leonard Mizzi is a Head of Unit in the European Commission (DG AGRI) since 
January 2007. Before joining the European Commission, he was the Director of the 
Malta Business Bureau (MBB) in Brussels from 1996-2006. The MBB is the Brussels-
based representation office of the Malta Federation of Industry, Malta Chamber of 
Commerce and Enterprise and Malta Hotels and Restaurants Association. Previous 
to 1996 he worked for the Maltese public service, including the office of the Prime 
Minister and the Ministry of Finance – Economic Planning Division.

Within DG AGRI, Dr Mizzi coordinates and leads negotiations on agriculture 
trade with the ACP countries. He is also involved in discussions with UN agencies, 
including FAO, on food security issues and coordinates DG AGRI’s position for the 
G8/G20 process as regards agriculture and food security in the agriculture sous 
Sherpa structure.

Dr Mizzi holds a PhD in agricultural economics from the University of Reading 
(UK), a MSc from the International Centre for Advanced Mediterranean Agronomic 
Studies in Montpellier (France) and a BA (Hons) in public administration from 
the University of Malta. He has lectured at the University of Malta (Institute of 
Agriculture) and in Brussels, at both the Boston University and the Open University 
campuses. He is the author of several publications and reports on Malta’s EU’s 
accession and the impact on agriculture, food and nutrition policy and the agri-
food sector in Mediterranean islands – the case of Malta and Cyprus.

Dr Rogier van den Brink

Lead Economist 
Poverty Reduction and Economic Management Department 
The World Bank, Washington D.C.

Dr van den Brink is Lead Economist in the Poverty Reduction and Economic 
Management Department of the East Asia and Pacific Region of the World Bank 
since October 2008. He has been with the World Bank since 1992. Before joining 
the East Asia Region, he worked in various positions in the Africa Region, including 
as Senior Country Economist in South Africa, Deputy Resident Representative in 
Zimbabwe, and Special Assistant to the Vice Presidents.

He holds a PhD in agricultural economics from the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
in the USA, and a Masters degree in sociology from Wageningen University in the 
Netherlands. Before joining the World Bank, he was a Research Associate at Cornell 
University and an Associate Expert with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Netherlands in Burkina Faso. 

His academic publications include “The Economics of Cain and Abel” in The 
Journal of Development Studies, Vol. 31, No. 3, February 1995, which was 
awarded the Dudley Seers Memorial Prize for the best written article in the 
Journal of Development Studies in 1995. On land reform, his publications include: 
“Agricultural Land Redistribution: Toward  Greater Consensus.” (International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development: Washington D.C., 2009); “In Search of Land 
and Housing in the New South Africa: the Case of Ethembalethu.” (World Bank, 
Washington D.C.: 2008) and “Consensus, Confusion and Controversy: Selected Land 
Reform Issues in Sub-Saharan Africa” (World Bank, Washington D.C., 2005).



Dr Klemens van de Sand

Member of the Advisory Board of the 
Development and Peace Foundation (SEF), Bonn

Dr van de Sand started his career as a Lecturer at the University of Würzburg 
and as a Representative of the Konrad-Adenauer-Foundation in Indonesia. 
From 1978-2007, he worked for the German Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ), inter alia as Commissioner for the Millennium 
Development Goals and as Commissioner for Asia and South-East Europe.

From 1993-1996, he acted as Chairman of the OECD/DAC Working Group on 
Participatory Development and Good Governance, from 1997-2003 as Assistant 
President at the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD).

He is a Board Member of Germanwatch and a Member of the Development and 
Peace Foundation’s Advisory Board.

Michael Windfuhr 

Deputy Director  
German Institute for Human Rights, Berlin

Mr Windfuhr is Deputy Director of the German Institute for Human Rights 
since 2011, the national human rights institution of Germany. He is a Political 
Scientist, educated at the University of Heidelberg. 

For the five years prior to this, he served as Human Rights Director of Bread for 
the World (Brot für die Welt), the development organisation of the Protestant 
church of Germany. Between 1988 and 2006 he worked with FIAN-International 
(FoodFirst Information and Action Network), an international human rights 
organisation that focuses on the realisation of the right to adequate food. 
Initially he coordinated FIAN´s Latin American work concentrating on land 
conflicts and agrarian reform. He represented FIAN at the United Nations 
Human Rights System from 1992 onward. In the last 10 years, he has 
contributed to the effort to set standards for the right to food. He was actively 
involved in the elaboration of the “Voluntary Guidelines on the progressive 
implementation of the right to adequate food” adopted by the FAO Council in 
November 2004. He became Secretary General of FIAN in 2005.

Mr Windfuhr brought his experience in international relations to the Institute of 
Political Science at the University of Heidelberg. From 1996 to 2000 he was also 
a part-time Assistant to Professor Klaus von Beyme. In addition Mr Windfuhr 
lectured at the institute for more than ten years. His main fields of publication 
and teaching are: human rights policies, international relations theory, 
international economic and development policies. He has published extensively, 
particularly on economic, social and cultural rights as well as on trade and 
agricultural policies. His latest publication is “Climate change, Food Security and 
the Right to adequate Food” (together with Christoph Bals and Sven Harmeling) 
a study written for Bread for the World, Diakonie Katastrophenhilfe and 
Germanwatch, November 2008.



Dr Abebe Haile Gabriel

Director 
Department of Rural Economy and Agriculture 
African Union Commission (AUC), Addis Ababa

Dr Gabriel, an Agricultural Economist by training, is Director of Rural Economy 
and Agriculture of the African Union. He has been with the African Union since 
2005, starting in the capacity of Director of Semi-Arid Food Grains Research and 
Development until 2008. From 2008-2010 he has been Head of Rural Economy 
Division.

Prior to his time with the African Union, Dr Haile Gabriel had been working in 
higher education systems in Ethiopia in different capacities.

Noel De Luna

Chairman 
UN Committee on World Food Security (CFS), Rome

Mr De Luna is Chairman of the UN Committee on World Food Security (CFS). He 
also serves as the Deputy Permanent Representative of the Philippines to the 
United Nations agencies based in Rome, Italy since 1993.

He had participated in a long list of international meetings in agriculture, 
fisheries, and natural resources under various capacities. He was instrumental 
in the drafting of the Voluntary Guidelines on the Right to Food in 2004 and 
in the Declaration of the International Conference on Agrarian Reform and 
Rural Development (ICARRD) in 2006. He was also actively involved in the 
independent and external evaluation of the Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) in 2008 to 2009.

Prior to this post, he was Agricultural Attache of the Philippines to the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) based in Bangkok, Thailand 
from 1988 to 1993.

Mr De Luna was a Financial Journalist in the early 1980s and later on became a 
Securities Analyst for an investment banking firm in Asia in the late 80s.

He holds a Masters degree in Philippine studies and has a diploma in trust 
operations and investment management.



Birgit Gerhardus

Senior Policy Advisor 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), Bonn

Ms Gerhardus, an Agricultural Economist by training, started her career at the 
Agricultural Division in the German Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development in 1996. Her initial responsibilities covered areas of food security 
as well as the WTO agricultural agreement. She then moved on to broader 
trade questions in the global trade division. Her responsibilities included work 
on development aspects of the WTO Doha round and setting up Germany’s 
activities in the area of Aid by Trade. 

In 2005 she joined the Board of the African Development Bank in Tunis as Senior 
Advisor to the UK Executive Director. In 2008 she became the Executive Director 
for Germany, the UK, the Netherlands and Portugal. Ms Gerhardus is now back 
at the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), 
where she works as a Senior Policy Advisor in the Africa Department.

Elisa Manukjan

Division for the Global Food Situation and  
International Food and Agriculture Organisations 
Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection (BMELV), Berlin

Ms Manukjan, a Lawyer by training, joined the German Federal Ministry of 
Food, Agriculture and  Consumer Protection in 2004. She is Desk Officer at the 
Division for the Global Food Situation and International Food and Agriculture 
Organisations since 2006. There she is in charge of the BMELV’s “Policies against 
Hunger” conference series and focuses on land issues such as the FAO Voluntary 
Guidelines on Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land and other Natural 
Resources, which are partly funded by BMELV.

Before joining the Ministry Ms Manukjan worked as a Legal Expert for the 
German Federal Foundation “Remembrance, Responsibility and Future”, which 
organised compensation payments for victims of National Socialism.


