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BACKGROUND

Around 45 per cent of the world’s people have no access to a free press, accord-
ing to the latest World Press Freedom Index. Free speech is particularly con-
strained in authoritarian regimes and intra-state conflicts, where journalists
face considerable risks to their personal safety. In addition, there are limited
financial resources available to support independent journalism.

The media have a responsibility, however, to report sensitively on conflicts and
diverse social groups. The spread of disinformation or “fake news” can escalate
conflicts, so it is important to raise media professionals’ awareness of con-
flict-sensitive, peace-oriented journalism. Its aim should not be to steer the
public in a particular direction but to foster mutual understanding and facil-
itate dialogue in accordance with the universal principles of journalism. Local
media are often an important source of information for the public in conflict
settings. In many instances, they are the first to spot emerging conflicts or
abuses and their reporting helps to shape opinion. The local media can also fos-
ter social cohesion by giving all groups within society a voice.

What are the challenges facing the local media in conflict regions? What are the
opportunities for —and limits to—peace-oriented reporting during conflict?
How do economic restraints influence confict-sensitive journalism? And which
forms of external support may be beneficial?
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ONLINE PUBLICATIONS AND NEWSLETTER

Dear readers,

sef: publishes the following publication series:

- GLOBAL TRENDS. ANALYSIS (3-4 times a year)

- GLOBAL GOVERNANCE SPOTLIGHT (approx. 6 times a year)
- sef: insight (6-8 times a year)

Would you like to receive new editions as soon as they have been published?
Subscribe to sef: publications now!

Are you interested in receiving short information on the latest publications, events and other activities of
sef: and the Institute for Development and Peace (INEF) of the University Duisburg-Essen every 6-8 weeks?

Subscribe to sef:/INEF News!

Best regards

Your sef: Team
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[ bectaration of consent with regard to data processing
I give my consent that sef: uses and processes my contact data for the purposes of including me in its
subscription database and sending me the newsletters I subscribed to. All data is kept confidential and will
not be shared with others.

Right to object

You may at any time, without giving a reason, make use of your right to object and, with future effect, either
modify the issued declaration of consent or completely revoke it. You can notify sef: of this revocation either
by e-mail (sef@sef-bonn.org) or by post (Development and Peace Foundation; Dechenstrasse 2; 53115 Bonn;
Germany).
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